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1.  Introductions & Apologies.  News Letter writers: Ken and Ann.

2.  Campaign Updates.

China:  Graham reported for Angela.  AIUK has urged the Chinese authorities to end their ruthless campaign of detention and torture of human rights lawyers and activists on the 2nd anniversary of the start of a vicious crackdown under President Xi Jinping.  Incommunicado detentions are routine, togther with continuing harrassment.
He also reported on Liu Shaoming, labour activist, who has been jailed for publishing an account of the Tiananmen crackdown.  

3 Chinese activists protesting about labour conditions in Ivanka Trump’s China shoe factory have been released on bail.
Burma/Myanmar:  Brigitte referred to ‘All the Civilians Suffer’ a report about conflict, displacement and abuse in Northern Myanmar.  This report covers arrest, torture, extrajudicial executions and disappearances, forced labour and shelling of civilian areas.  Free movement is denied, villages cleared and humanitarian access restricted.  Ethnic armed groups abduct and kill and there is forced and child recruitment and forced taxation.
Urgent Actions: 1. A detained Rohingya child has died in custody increasing fears for safety of hundreds of detained Tohingua men and boys.

2.  Kyaw Min Swe, Editor of ‘The Voice Daily’ remains on trial for “online defamation” and is denied bail.  Charges against contributor, Kyaw Zwar Naing, have been dropped.

3.  Three journalists detained and charged with unlawful association whilst reporting on a drug burning ceremony against drug abuse face 3 years’ imprisonment if found guilty.
Brigitte reported that though Aung Sang Suu Kyi’s government is committed to end ethnic armed conflict, the military treatment of civilians causes fear that the situation is intensifying.
Brigitte to check if the Burma Co-ordinator is booked for the August meeting.
3.  Human Rights in Iran.  A very interesting report by B.S, from Iran in UK now for 10 years.  Since Presidential elections 8 years ago the government has regarded the media as a problem, particularly at elections.  Many journalists are in jail still without trial.  Some are detained at home, as, if taken to court, “it would be the death penalty”.
Minorities which include homosexuals and religious minorities: Baha’i, Sunni, Christian, have no chance of a job or university.  There is “no religion after Islam” – consequently the Baha’i are particularly targeted.  Dual nationality is not recognised and more than 40 are in jail.  They are used to make deals with other countries and B.S believes that this is the case with Nazanin.
Any criticism of the government results in jail.  A journalist received 7 year sentence for putting human rights report in magazine.  Complaints made about lack of wages can lead to arrest.  Arrests are made for minor offences, e.g. 15 arrested in coffee shop for partying received 2/3 days in jail.  Women must wear the hijab but many still don’t.  It has been asked on FB that they wear white hijabs on Wednesdays to discomfort the government.

The death penalty is mainly reserved for drug dealers.

The revolutionary guard only reports to the Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei. Candidates for election are filtered through the Leader.  B.S. said Khamenei had changed since he became Leader, but it will be even more dangerous in Iran when he dies.
The government, though against the West, cares what the West thinks and, depending on the deal on the table, will bargain.  Therefore, the British government should keep on pushing on human rights.

B.S. was thanked for his very illuminating talk and the discussion after. 
4.  Booksale wash up.  A success – total taken £10,079.68!  How much to be sent to AI will be decided at the August meeting after Dee has all expenses.

The Tulip Campaign for Nazanin resulted in 114 tulips, delivered to AI by Graham and Angela, to go to Nazanin.  Graham sent photos to Nazanin’s relatives.  It was good to have Richard Ratcliffe, her husband, talking at the Book Sale and other members of her family there.
Book Sale Logistics:  The Campaign was very positive and refreshments enjoyed, even at the higher prices!   The clear up went well and left over books all fitted in Rachel’s garage (just).

There was a forceful complaint from one customer at half-price turn out, which seemed unjustified.
Issues raised in an email from a dealer were discussed.  It was agreed we should write on a white page, not press too hard and, possibly, make a sign for where dealers may store boxes when they have paid.  Other issues that he raised were not agreed.  It was decided to send a simple reply saying the points he made were taken on board.  
Cheques:  in future ask that contact details are written on back of cheque, so that customer can be contacted if cheque is not signed/incomplete.
Angela suggested that the day was too long and could we shorten it to the November Sale hours? The potential effect on takings was discussed, e.g. how much was taken in the half-price time.  It was decided to look at the figures at another meeting.

Ann said all the Book Sale paraphenalia was in Olwen’s garage.  Graham has key.

Geoff suggested a zip van to move books from Rachel’s garage to church.   It was felt that some cars would be needed too.  B.S. offered 2 people for 2/3 hours to help with loading/unloading.

Amanda said we should fill from front of church first so that we did not have to carry to front at later stages when we were tired.
5.  Charity Lunch.  3-4 volunteers needed p.m. on Friday, 6 October, to move furniture.  On the day 6 volunteers needed and 3-4 for the clear up.  Graham will convert flyer to A5 and email.  Tickets booked by emailing Dee.  A maximum of 45 lunchers can be accommodated.  First come, first served!
6.  Letter writing.  Tuesday 25 July at the Greenwich Tavern, King William’s Walk, SE10.  Letters to David Webbe-Wood by Monday, 24 July, please.
7.  Future Meetings.  Summer Social.  Proposed date: 1-5 p.m, Sunday, 27 August.   Brigitte’s son has offered his garden (and house if it rains).  22 Woolacombe Road, Kidbrooke, SE3 8QH.

	
	                   EVENTS 2017

	Tuesday 25 July
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Tuesday 8 August
	Group Meeting, St. Margaret’s Crypt

	Tuesday 22 August
	Letter Writing, Greenwich Tavern, SE10

	Sunday 27 August
	Summer Social, 22 Woolacombe Road, SE3 8QH

	Saturday 18 November
	Book Sale (clearance)


Group Meetings: Second Tuesday every month (apart from June) at 7.30pm in the crypt of St. Margaret’s Church, Lee Terrace, SE13 5DL

Letter writing evenings:  Fourth Tuesday every month (apart from December) 
Book Sale: A Saturday mid-to-late June; a Saturday after Remembrance Sunday in November; both at Church of the Ascension (COA), Dartmouth Row, SE10 8BF

Human Rights Action Centre (HRAC): 17–25 New Inn Yard, London EC2A 3EA; for any official events please register via the website at www.amnesty.org.uk or tel: 020 7033 1675
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	Publicity
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