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URGENT ACTION 
WHEREABOUTS OF COMMUNITY ACTIVIST UNKNOWN 
Joaquim Costa Zangui, the National Youth Secretary of the Democratic Bloc, was 
abducted by unknown men on 12 August. He went missing a day after he had presided 
over the electoral process to elect the new Residential Commission President in 
Massaque, Viana Municipality, Angola. His whereabouts remain unknown. 
 
Community activist, Joaquim Costa Zangui, better known as Lutambi, was abducted by unknown men on 12 
August while on his way to a meeting. The previous day, Joaquim had mobilised Massaque residents to elect a 
new president for their Residential Commission.  A law student and primary school teacher with knowledge of the 
residential commissions law, the commission had sought Joaquim’s assistance in organizing and officiating the 
election for a new Residential Commission president. The Residential Commission represents the residents and 
acts as the liaison between the residents and the municipality government. 
 
After the election, the newly elected Massaque Residential Commission president invited Joaquim to join their 
executive committee. Joaquim was abducted at around 3 pm while on his way to meet the Massaque Residents 
Commission to inform them that he would take up the position after getting authorisation from the leadership of the 
Democratic Bloc.  
 
Joaquim Costa Zangui is the National Youth Secretary of the Democratic Bloc, one of Angola’s smaller opposition 
political parties.  
 
There are concerns that Joaquim Costa Zangui may have been subjected to enforced disappearance. Angola has 
a poor human rights records in which political opposition members and dissidents have in the past be subjected to 
enforced disappearance, arbitrary arrests and arbitrary detention.  
 
Please write immediately in Portuguese or English or your own language: 
◼ Calling on the authorities to immediately conduct an independent and thorough investigation into the 
whereabouts of Joaquim Costa Zangui and ensure that all those suspected of criminal responsibility for his 
disappearance are brought to justice in a fair trial.  

 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 27 SEPTEMBER 2018 TO: 
Advisor to the Minister of Police  
Dr. Armindo Feliciano Aurélio  
Ministry of Police 
Luanda, Angola 
Fax - +244 222 393 538 
Email: armindoaurelio@hotmail.com 
Salutation: Your Excellency  

Copies to: 
Ambassador  
Rui Jorge Carneiro Mangueira 
Embassy of Angola  
46 Bedford Square, Bloomsbury, London 
WC1B 3DP, UK 
Fax: +44 20 7486 9397  
Email: embassy@angola.org.uk  
 

Ambassador 
Agostinho Tavares  
2100-2108 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009  
Fax: +1 202 822 9049 
 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. HIS EXCELLENCY MR MIGUEL GASPAR FERNANDES 
NETO, Embassy of the Republic of Angola, 22 Dorset Street, London, W1U 6QY, 020 7299 9850, Fax 020 7486 9397 Email 
embassy@angola.org.uk, press@angola.org.uk salutation: Your Excellency  

 

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.  
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URGENT ACTION 
WHEREABOUTS OF COMMUNITY ACTIVIST UNKNOWN  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Violent repression of civil and political rights is common in Angola and the alleged enforced disappearance of Lutambi is 

consistent with Angola’s historical human rights record. In the past decade, political dissenters, peaceful protestors, critics and 

journalists have been killed, intimidated, injured, subjected to enforced disappearance, unfairly tried and imprisoned.  

Petitions and letters may also be directed to the Angola Permanent Mission at the UN, Embassies in Brazil and Portugal: 
Ambassador 
Ismael Gaspar Martins  
Angola Permanent Mission UN 
820 2nd Avenue, 12th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 

Fax: +1 212 861 9295 

Email: themission@angolaun.org 

Ambassador 
Carlos Alberto Saraiva de Carvalho Fonseca 
Av. da República, 68 - 1050 Lisbon 
Portugal    
Fax: +351 21 795 17 78 
Email: geral@embangolapt.org 

 

Ambassador  
Sr. Nelson Manuel Cosme 
SHIS - QL 6 - Conjunto 5 - Casa 1 
CEP 71620-055 - Brasília - DF - Brasil 
Fax. +55 (61) 3248-1567 
Email: embaixada.brasil@mirex.gov.ao 

 

 

Name: Joaquim Costa Zangui (Lutambi) 

Gender m/f: m 
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