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EXECUTING COUNTRIES IN 2023 This map indicates the general locations 
of boundaries and jurisdictions and 
should not be interpreted as Amnesty 
International’s view on disputed territories. 

+ indicates that the figure that Amnesty 
International has calculated is a minimum. 
Where + is not preceded by a number,  
this means that Amnesty International  
is confident that there was more than one 
execution, but it was unable to establish  
a credible minimum figure.

4. SOMALIA
Recorded executions 
increased by over six 
times from 6 in 2022  
to 38 in 2023.

9. BANGLADESH 
Recorded death 
sentences rose by 47% 
compared to 2022.

11. SYRIA
The use of the death 
penalty continued but 
credible minimum 
figures remain 
unavailable.

7. YEMEN
Known executions 
almost quadrupled 
from 4 in 2022 to 
15 in 2023.

1. CHINA
Continued to execute 
and sentence to death 
thousands of people 
but kept figures secret.

2. IRAN
Recorded executions 
increased by 48% compared 
to 2022, largely due to spikes 
in executions for drug-related 
offences.

3. SAUDI ARABIA
Recorded executions 
decreased marginally 
(12%) in comparison 
with 2022.

8. EGYPT
Recorded executions fell by 67% 
compared to 2022 but a staggering 590 
death sentences were imposed.

6. IRAQ
The mass execution of 13 people 
was carried out in the Nasiriyah 
Central Prison without prior notice.

5. USA
Executions increased by 33% 
compared to 2022, but this 
number remained among 
historically low figures. 

10. NORTH KOREA
The death penalty is likely 
to be used at a sustained 
rate, but state secrecy 
makes it difficult to 
independently verify. 

12. VIET NAM
Death sentences were 
imposed extensively for 
drug-related offences.

Of the executing countries in 2023, the 
12 countries numbered on the map have 
persistently executed people in the past 
five years (2019-2023).
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