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URGENT ACTION 
 

RULING IN SHAM MASS TRIAL SET FOR 10 JULY 
The tenth and final session in the grossly unfair trial of 84 Emirati men, 
including human rights defenders and prisoners of conscience Ahmed 
Mansoor, Mohammed al-Roken and Nasser bin Ghaith, took place on 9 May 
2024 before the Federal Appeal Court in Abu Dhabi. The judge set 10 July to 
issue the verdict.  
 
TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
President of the United Arab Emirates 

Twitter: @MohamedBinZayed 
 
Your Highness, 
 
I am concerned that the mass trial of 84 Emirati men, including 26 prisoners of conscience, among them 
Ahmed Mansoor, Nasser bin Ghaith and Mohammed al-Roken, has been marred by serious fair trial violations 
and allegations of torture and ill-treatment.  
 
The tenth trial session took place on 9 May 2024 before the Federal Appeal Court in Abu Dhabi to hear defense 
lawyers’ pleading and some detainees’ statements. Representing himself, human rights defender and prisoner 
of conscience Ahmed Mansoor stated that what the prosecution described as criminal acts was simply the 
detainees exercising their right to freedom of expression. Mohammed al-Roken raised concerns at the fact that 
the defendants are being tried on charges for which they had already been convicted in 2013. Other defendants 
described the deterioration of their physical and mental health due to the prison conditions. The judge set 10 
July to issue the verdict. 
 
Throughout the trial sessions, defendants said in court that they had been forced to hear very loud music 
throughout the day and especially during their rest and sleep periods. They described then being interrogated 
and having their ‘confessions’ filmed, and any refusal would result in them being punished with solitary 
confinement. The defendants continue to be deprived of contact with their families or lawyers. 
 
The new mass trial began on 7 December 2023, on charges of establishing a “terrorist organization” and 
supporting and funding this organization. The prosecution of at least 66 of the defendants in the ongoing mass 
trial breaches the prohibition of double jeopardy as they were previously convicted in 2013 in the ‘UAE 94’ 
mass trial on charges related to establishing the Justice and Dignity Committee, to call for the respect of 
human rights in the UAE. Sixty of them are being held beyond the expiry of their sentences.  
  
I urge your Highness to take all necessary measures to secure the immediate and unconditional release of 
prisoners of conscience Ahmed Mansoor, Mohammed al-Roken, Nasser bin Ghaith and all others arbitrarily 
detained and prosecuted in the ongoing mass trial solely for exercising their rights to freedom of expression 
and association; and for all charges against them stemming from their exercise of their human rights to be 
dropped. In the meantime, I call on you to ensure that they are detained in conditions that comply with 
international standards, that they are not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment; and have immediate and 
regular access to their families and lawyers and any health care they may require. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Multiple gross violations of the defendants’ fair trial rights have been observed since the beginning of the new mass 
trial on 7 December 2023, including authorities directing witness testimony, failure to disclose key details such as the 
exact charges or what articles of the law are being used to bring the charges, restrictions on lawyers sharing 
documents relating to the case with the defendants and their families and barring family members from attending 
hearings during the trial.  

A month into the trial, on 6 January 2024, the UAE authorities finally announced the trial on the official news agency 
WAM, confirming the number of defendants on trial and the charges they were facing for ‘establishing another 
clandestine organisation for the purpose of committing acts of violence and terrorism on UAE soil’. Based on 
information from family members and the published WAM statement, the charges appear to be brought under the 
2014 counterterrorism law and to be based on alleged membership in the Justice and Dignity Committee, a branch 
of the al-Islah movement, which is considered to be the Emirati version of the Muslim Brotherhood group. In the words 
of the 2013 indictment and judgment in the UAE 94 trial (see below), the Committee “undertook to raise society’s 
awareness of its rights,” “published articles about those rights,” and “worked to communicate with international rights 
organizations”. 

On 19 January 2024 a number of United Nations experts said that “[they] are extremely concerned that the new 
charges brought against at least 84 members of civil society, including human rights defenders, activists and political 
dissidents, under the 2014 Counter-Terrorism Law violate international prohibitions on double jeopardy and 
retroactive criminal law.” Double jeopardy refers to the legal principle that a defendant cannot be tried or punished 
again in the same jurisdiction with a criminal offence if they have already been acquitted or convicted of that offence. 

By 2014, the UAE effectively succeeded in shutting down the limited space that had existed for dissent in the country 
by arbitrarily detaining scores of Emirati nationals, including dozens who had signed a March 2011 petition for 
democratic reform addressed to the country’s rulers. In 2013, after a grossly unfair mass trial of 94 defendants, known 
as the UAE 94, 69 people were convicted and sentenced to between seven and 15-year prison terms, scores of them 
for their demands for reform and democracy. Under UAE law at the time, the judgement was final and not subject to 
appeal, in violation of international law. Of the 69 men sentenced, five received a seven-year prison sentence, 56 a 
10-year prison sentence and eight were sentenced to 15 years in their absence. Sixty of those imprisoned in the case 
remain arbitrarily detained after having served their sentences. 

Prominent human rights lawyer and former president of the UAE’s Jurists Association, Mohammed al-Roken, was 
arrested on 17 July 2012. He was sentenced in July 2013 to 10 years’ imprisonment, followed by three years’ 
probation, at the end of the UAE 94 trial. He should have been released from prison on 17 July 2022. 

Human rights defender Ahmed Mansoor was arrested on 20 March 2017 and sentenced in May 2018 to 10 years’ 
imprisonment. He was convicted on charges including having "insulted the ‘status and prestige of the UAE and its 
symbols’, including its leaders”. Since his arrest, Ahmed Mansoor has been held in solitary confinement. Up until his 
arrest, he was the only independent voice still brave enough to speak out against human rights violations from inside 
the country after the end of the 2013 mass trial. 

Human rights defender Nasser bin Ghaith is serving a 10-year prison sentence handed to him on 29 March 2017 by 
the Federal Appeal Court in Abu Dhabi. He was convicted on charges including “posting false information” about UAE 
leaders and their policies, based on comments he made on X (formerly Twitter) stating that an earlier trial of himself 
and four other Emiratis was unfair. During his trial in 2017, the authorities restricted his access to his lawyer and he 
was prevented from adequately preparing for his defence. 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic and English. 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 31 July 2024.  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Ahmed Mansoor (he/him); Mohammed al-Roken (he/him); Nasser 
bin Ghaith (he/him). 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde25/7716/2024/en/. 

https://wam.ae/article/13p98g3-uae-attorney-general-refers-defendants-mostly-tied
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/01/united-arab-emirates-un-experts-alarmed-new-charges-brought-against-civil
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde25/0018/2014/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/07/uae-ahead-of-cop28-civil-society-actors-sentenced-in-mass-trial-remain-behind-bars/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/10/world-leaders-must-urge-uae-to-release-ahmed-mansoor-ahead-of-cop28-climate-conference/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/courts/emirati-convicted-for-second-time-of-insulting-country-and-leaders-1.735523
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/courts/emirati-convicted-for-second-time-of-insulting-country-and-leaders-1.735523
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2017/03/uae-prominent-academic-jailed-for-10-years-over-tweets-in-outrageous-blow-to-freedom-of-expression/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde25/7716/2024/en/
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ADDITIONAL TARGETS 
 
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
Mohammed Bin Rashid al Maktoum 
Twitter: @HHShkMohd 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HHSheikhMohammed/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hhshkmohd/ 
 

 
Mr Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul   
Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of the United Arab Emirates 
1 - 2 Grosvenor Crescent London SW1X 7EE 
020 7581 1281  
Fax 0207 808381 
https://www.mofaic.gov.ae/en/missions/london 
Salutation: Your Excellency  

https://www.instagram.com/hhshkmohd/
https://www.mofaic.gov.ae/en/missions/london

