Swindon and Marlborough Amnesty International Group September Meeting – 13/9/12
Present: Liza, Livio, Heather, Mark, Seamus, Lee, Mohammad, Anthony, Judith, Emma
Apologies: Lottie

1. Secretary’s Report: 

· Big Skills Share will take place at Human Rights Action Centre on Saturday 6th October. Still time to apply if anyone is interested in going.
· Amnesty 2012 catalogue now available: Orders to Emma by 1st November to benefit from the group discount
2. Actions:
· Monthly Action: Petition signed to stop the execution of Reggie Clemons in the US state of Missouri.
· New MENA case: There have been many positive developments since the “Jasmine Revolution” in Tunisia. However, there are still attacks on freedom of expression and the security forces continue to clamp down disproportionately on protestors. Our new case focuses on Manal Boualagi, one of five people shot and killed when riot police used lethal force during a peaceful protest in Regueb on 9th January. A letter was signed at the meeting. Heather to contact the MENA team to confirm we will take on the case.

· Women’s Asylum Charter: Amnesty is one of a broad coalition of 295 organisations supporting a Charter of rights of women seeking asylum. A letter was signed to Robert Buckland asking him to write to the Home Secretary on our behalf to ensure that asylum-seeking women do not slip through the net of the government’s strategy on violence against women and girls.

3. Treasurer’s Report: Final tally of summer festivals:

Old Town Festival and Toothill Festival: £27.14
Minus £5.00 stall fee for Toothill = £22.14
Swindon Pride: £30.00
Total: £52.14
Minus £36.54 for stamps (42@87p)
Total remaining: £15.60
Liza to pass on information to Chris
4. Burma Updates:

· Heather read out a reply sent on behalf of Minister Browne regarding the remaining political prisoners and prisoners of conscience in Burma. The UK government welcomes positive developments in Burma, but continues to call on the Burmese authorities to release all remaining political prisoners. The UK government also continues to press for a UN resolution highlighting outstanding issues, including political prisoners.
· We have been allocated a new Burmese prisoner of conscience and should receive the full case file in October. U Myint Aye is one of the founders of Human Rights Defenders and Promoters (HRDP). He was accused of planning an explosion in Shwe Pyi Thar Township and was sentenced to life imprisonment even though an armed student group, known as the Vigorous Burmese Student Warriors (VBSW), claimed responsibility for the blast at the Shwe Pyi Thar UDSA office. One of his lawyers, Saw Kyaw Kyaw Min, was also sentenced in absentia to 6 months imprisonment while he was in hiding. In recent months, Saw Kyaw Kyaw Min accepted the olive branch extended to Burma communities living in exile by President Thein Sein to return home. On Thursday last, he suffered the consequences when he received his sentence at the Rangoon Northern District Court and he is now imprisoned in the notorious Insein Prison.

5. One World Week: We have received a reply from Zoya Phan of Burma Campaign UK, who is available to speak at our One World Week meeting on 25th October. Heather to liaise with Zoya over logistical arrangements and pass information on to Judith, Liza and Lottie. Liza to create a poster to circulate as widely as possible; Liza to book screen and data projector as required; Lottie to do press release; Mohammad and Anthony to publicize via local radio. All group members to publicize within their own circles.

6. AIUK finances update and communication questionnaire: Heather read the key points of a communication from AIUK chair Ciarnan Helferty about the measures AIUK is taking to reduce costs in order to meet the increased commitment to the International Secretariat to support the growth of AI in the global South. The group responded to a questionnaire on possible changes to how AI communicates with local groups. We are in favour of online communication with the possibility for groups to opt in to receiving hard copies of magazines and mailings.
AIUK staff staged a one day strike on Wednesday 12th September over the issue of the cost-savings and possible redundancies.
7. Greetings Card Campaign 2012: it was agreed to try and take the card-signing out into Swindon in addition to our December GCC meeting. Emma to inquire about the possibility of a Town Centre pitch around Human Rights day on 10th December. Livio to inquire about the possibility of the West Swindon Centre.

Next Meeting: Thursday 25th October: One World Week
